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Annual  Report 

OF  THE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Sussex  Lodge, 

Uxbridge, 

May  1  si,  1926. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Uxbridge 

Urban  District  Council. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Genteemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  to  you  my  Annual  Report  on  the  health  of  the  Uxbridge  Urban 
District  for  the  year  ended  December  31st,  1925.  The  details  given  are  those  required 
by  the  Ministry  of  Health  to  be  presented  in  a  “  Survey  ”  as  distinguished  from  an 
“  Ordinary  ”  Report. 


1.  GENERAL  STATISTICS. 


Area  (acres)  :  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  868 

Population,  1925  (estimated)  R.G.  ...  ...  ...  ...  14,180 

Population  (Census,  1921)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12,923 

No.  of  Inhabited  Houses  (1921  Census  figures)  ...  ...  ...  2,491 

Physical  Features  and  General  Character  of  the  Area — 

The  Area  is  compact,  and  now  largely  covered  by  Houses  and  their  Gardens,  but 
surrounded  by  Rural  Districts,  which  are  less  crowded  and  offer  wide  facilities 
fpr  building  extension. 

No.  of  Families  or  Separate  Occupiers  (1921  Census  figures)  ...  ...  2,715 

Rateable  Value  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  £69,367 

Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  £277 


SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 

Occupations  (Census  1921) — 

Public  Administration  and  Defence  (including  Air  Force)...  ...  1,650 

Unoccupied  and  Retired  ...  ...  ...  ...  3,680 

Personal  Service  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  686 

Commercial  and  Financial  ...  ...  ...  ...  659 

Clerks  and  Typists,  &c.  ...  ...  ...  ...  470 

Metal  Workers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  413 

Transport  Workers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  414 

Agricultural  ...  ...  .t.  ...  ...  ...  361 

Workers  in  Wood  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  256 

Professional  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  226 

Total  engaged  in  other  Occupations...  ...  ...  ...  1,678 


Total  ...  10,493 


Except  for  a  few  persons  engaged  in  such  occupations  as  Rag-sorting,  Chemicals, 
Paints,  etc.,  the  population  is  not  engaged  in  occupations  injurious  to  public  health. 
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2. 

EXTRACTS 

FROM  VITAL 

STATISTICS  OF  THE  YEAR. 

Total 

M 

F. 

Legitimate 

213 

110 

103  | 

Births  ...  - 

[ Birth  Rate  (R.G.)  ...  15.16 

Illegitimate 

2 

1 

if 

Deaths 

•  •  • 

117 

Death  Rate  (R.G.)  ...  9.76 

No.  of  Women  dying  in,  or  in  consequence  of,  Childbirth — 

From  Sepsis — 0  From  other  causes — 1 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  (Total  number  13)  per  1,000  births — 

Legitimate  (13)  ...  60.46  Illegitimate  (0)  ...  0.  Total  (13)  ...  60.46 

Deaths  from  Meases  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

,,  ,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

,,  ,,  Diarrhoea  (under  two  years  of  age)  ...  ...  ...  0 

Amount  of  Poor  Law  Relief  given  to  residents  in  this  Area  during  year  1925  £1,035  16  8 
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Causes  of  Death  ( Civilians  only). 

Males 

Females 

Are  Causes  . 

58 

59 

1  Enteric  Fever 

2  Smallpox 

— 

— 

3  Measles 

— 

1 

4  Scarlet  Fever 

— 

— 

5  Whooping  Cough  ... 

— 

— 

6  Diphtheria  and  Croup 

— 

— 

7  Influenza 

2 

1 

8  Encephalitis  Lethargica 

— 

— 

9  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  ... 

4 

4 

10  Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

1 

— 

11  Cancer,  Malignant  Disease 

10 

5 

12  Rheumatic  Fever  ... 

— 

1 

13  Diabetes 

■ — • 

— 

14  Org?,nic  Heart  Disease 

3 

9 

15  Bronchitis  . 

5 

7 

16  Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

5 

5 

17  Other  Respira  ory  Diseases 

3 

— 

18  Diarrhoea,  &c.  (under  2  years)  ... 

— 

— 

19  Appendicitis  and  Typhlitis 

2 

— 

20  Cirrhosis  of  Liver  ... 

1 

— 

21  Nephritis  and  Bright’s  Disease  ... 

— 

— 

22  Cerebral  Haemorrhage 

1 

1 

23  Arterio-Sclerosis 

2 

2 

24  Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duedenum  ... 

— 

— 

25  Puerperal  Sepsis 

— 

— 

26  Other  diseases  and  accidents  of  Pregnancy  and  Parturition  ... 

— 

1 

27  Congenital  Debility,  Malformation,  Premature  Birth  ... 

— 

4 

28  Violence,  apart  from  Suicide 

3 

• — 

29  Suicide 

— 

1 

30  Other  defined  diseases 

16 

17 

31  Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown 

— 

— 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year  of  age 

3 

10 

Of  these  Illegitimate  ...  ...  ...  . 

" 

■ 

Totar  Births  . 

111 

104 

Legitimate 

110 

103 

Illegitimate 

1 

1 
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3.  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  DURING  THE  YEAE. 


No 

of  Cases  Notified. 

no 

00 

2  -is 

At  Ages — Years. 

Q 

Notifiable; 

AT 

r—i 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

10 

15 

20 

35 

45" 

. 

5-  ^ 

T  otal 

Disease. 

ALL 

to 

to 

to 

to 

to 

to 

to 

to 

to 

to 

O 

AGES 

b 

2 

3 

4 

5 

10 

15 

20 

35 

45 

65 

10  H 

CO  ^ 

Smallpox 
Diphtheria  ... 

4 

1 

2 

1 

4 

Scarlet  Fever 
Enteric  Fever 

15 

— 

_____ 

— 

1 

8 

6 

1 

* — 

- - 

— 

15 

— 

Puerperal  Fever 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

• — • 

..  — 

— 

— 

1 

1 

. — 

— 

— 

— 

Pneumonia  . . . 
Other  Diseases 
generally  noti¬ 
fiable  : 

19 

2 

2 

1 

1 

3 

7 

3 

4 

10 

Erysipelas 

Encephalitis 

4 

1 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Eethargica  . . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Dysentery 

Malaria 
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TUBERCULOSIS* 


New  Cases. 

Deaths. 

Age 

Periods. 

Pulmonary. 

Non -Pulmonary . 

Pulmon  ary. 

Non  -  Pu  lmon  ary . 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females. 

Males 

Females. 

Males. 

Females. 

0 

1 

5 

2 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

■ — 

10 

15 

- - 

2 

— 

— 

— 

3 

1 

— 

— 

20 

25 

2 

_ _ 

1 

— — 

— 

■ - 

— 

— 

35 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

- 

45 

55 

65  &  np 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

• — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

6 

5 

3 

— 

3 

4 

1 

— 

Ratio  of  non-notified  Tubercular  Deaths  to  total  Tubercular  Deaths,  0:  8. 


Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum. 

CASKS 

• 

Vision  Un¬ 
impaired. 

Vision 

Impaired. 

Total 

Blindness 

Deaths 

Notified. 

Treated. 

At  Home. 

In  Hospital 

1 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 
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4.  CAUSES  OF  SICKNESS. 

There  has  been  no  unusual  epidemic  of  sickness.  Diphtheria  and  Scarlet  Fever 
cases  have  again  been  remarkably  few,  only  4  of  the  former  and  15  of  the  latter  having 
occurred  during  the  12  months.  Fourteen  cases  of  Tuberculosis  have  been  notified  against 
20  in  1924. 

5.  SUMMARY  OF  NURSING  ARRANGEMENTS,  HOSPITAUS  AND  OTHER 

INSTITUTIONS  AVAIRABUE  FOR  THE  DISTRICT. 

(1)  Professional  Nursing  in  the  Home. — No  hursing  arrangements  are  provided  by 

the  County  Council  or  the  Focal  Authority,  but  a  District  Nurse  is  supported 
by  the  Uxbridge  Urban  District  Nursing  Association,  which  is  maintained  by 
voluntary  subscriptions. 

(2)  Midwives. — The  Public  Health  Authority  does  not  employ  or  subsidise  practising 

Midwives,  but  the  following  Midwives  gave  notice  that  they  intended  to  practise 
in  this  District  during  1925  : — 

Compton,  Mrs.  Alice  ...  1,  Harwood  Villa,  3,  Norton  Road. 

Franklin,  Miss  Hilda  ...  6,  Cleveland  Road. 

Franklin,  Miss  Muriel  ...  do. 

(3)  Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres. — 

I. — Pre-Natal  and  Child  Welfare  Centre.' — A  large  iron  and  poilite  Hut. 
with  two  rooms  in  the  grounds  of  the  Council  Offices.  This  is  heated  by  three  gas 
fires,  and  there  is  a  Pram  Shelter  near  the  entrance. 

Statistics. 

[a)  Welfare  Centre. 

Mothers  on  Register  during  1925 
Mothers  on  Register  at  Dec.  31st,  1925 
Babies  on  Register  at  Dec.  31st,  1925 
Total  Visits  of  Babies 

Percentage  of  Infants  on  Register  who  are  breast  fed,  93  per  cent, 
with  90  per  cent,  in  1924  and  10  per  cent,  in  1920. 

(b)  Ante- Natal  Clinic. 

Visits  of  Expectant  Mothers  to  the  Centre 
Visits  of  Health  Visitor  to  Expectant  Mothers  in  their  homes 

(c)  Dental  Clinic. 

Nine  sessions  have  been  held,  12  adults  and  14  children  being  treated, 


350 

334 

452 

2,777 

This  compares 


84 

152 
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II.  School  Clinics. 

(a)  Dental  Clinic. 

Where  held. — Whitehall  Council  School,  Uxbridge. 

How  often  (No.  of  Sessions).' — 92  Sessions. 

When  held. — After  the  inspection  of  any  school,  children  requiring  treatment 
are  dealt  with  daily  until  the  work  is  completed.  At  other  times  occasional 
sessions  are  held  for  the  treatment  of  urgent  and  casual  cases. 

Hour. — 9.30 — 5.0.  (Saturdays,  9.30-12.30). 

No.  of  cases  dealt  with.- — No.  of  cases  treated  469  and  retreated  200. 

(b)  Minor  Ailment  Clinic. 

Where  held. — Whitehall  Council  School,  Uxbridge. 

How  often  (No.  of  Sessions). — 92. 

When  held. — Tuesday  mornings  and  Friday  afternoons. 

Hour. — 9.30  a.m.  and  2.30  p.m. 

No.  of  cases  dealt  with. — 754  children  treated. 

III.  Tuberculosis  Centre. 

Dr.  Atkinson  attends  once  a  week  at  156,  High  Street,  Uxbridge,  for  the  purpose 
of  seeing  patients  referred  to  him. 

IV.  Venereal  Diseases. 

There  is  no  Centre  in  this  District  for  advice  or  treatment.  Patients  have  the 
opportunity  of  attending  one  of  the  London  Hospitals'  Clinics  if  desired. 

(4)  Hospitals  in  the  District  provided  by  or  subsidised  by  the  Local  Authority 
or  by  the  County  Council— 

Tuberculosis,  none. 

Maternity,  none. 

Children,  none. 

Fever,  none.  Smallpox,  none.  (Hospital  of  the  Joint  Board  available, 
situated  in  the  Uxbridge  Rural  District). 

Other,  none.  (Hillingdon  and  Uxbridge  Cottage  Hospital,  situated 
in  Uxbridge  Rural  District,  is  supported  by  voluntary  con¬ 
tributions.  Accommodation,  15  beds,  available  to  residents  of 
this  as  well  as  several  other  districts  in  the  neighbourhood). 

(5)  Institutional  Provision  for  Unmarried  Mothers,  Illegitimate  Infants  and  Homeless 
C  hildren. — N  one , 
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(6)  Ambulance  Facilities • — - 

(a)  For  Infectious  cases,  that  of  the  Joint  Hospital  Board,  on  application. 

(b)  For  Non-Inf ectious  and  Accident  cases,  that  of  the  Urban  District  Council, 

which  has  been  used  during  1925  for  137  patients,  conveyed  distances 
totalling  1,945  miles. 

6.  LABORATORY  WORK. 

Pathological  and  Bacteriological  Examinations  are  made,  as  required,  by  the  Clinical 
Research  Association,  London.  During  the  year  69  such  examinations  have  been  made 
at  the  expense  of  the  Urban  District  Council. 

Adoptive  Acts ,  By-Laws  and  Local  Regulations  relating  to  the  Public  Health  in  force 
in  this  District — 

The  Baths  and  Washhouses  Acts,  1846  to  1889. 

The  Infectious  Disease  (Notification  Act),  1889. 

The  Infectious  Disease  (Prevention)  Act,  1890. 

The  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890. 

The  Museums  and  Gymnasiums  Act  (Gymnasiums  only),  1891. 

The  Private  Street  Works  Act,  1892. 

The  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907.  Parts  II,  III,  V,  VI,  and 
sections  52,  53,  54,  55,  56,  57,  58,  59,  60,  62,  63,  64,  65,  66  and  67  of  Part  IV. 
The  Small  Dwellings  Requisition  Act,  1899. 

7.  SANITARY  ADMINISTRATION. 

(1)  Sanitary  Inspection  of  District.—  The  following  statement  is  supplied  to  me  by  the 


Sanitary  Inspector,  Mr.  T.  C.  F.  Paige. 

Inspections — 

No.  of  premises  inspected  on  Complaint  of  Nuisance  ...  ...  70 

No.  of  premises  inspected  in  connection  with  Infectious  Diseases  ...  35 

No.  of  premises  under  periodical  Inspections  ...  ...  ...  220 

Total  number  of  Inspections  and  Re-Inspections  made  ...  ...  1,934 

Nuisances  discovered  and  abated  ...  ...  ...  ...  377 

Informal  notice'  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  377 

Statutory  Notices  served  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

No.  of  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces  inspected  ...  ...  117 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  principal  items  of  work  included  in  the  above  figures  : — 
New  drainage  system  provided  ...  ...  ...  58 

Drains  cleaned  and  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  29 

New  sinks  and  lavatory  basins  provided  ...  ...  ...  70 
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W.C.’s  cleansed,  repaired  and  renewed  ... 

Additional  W.C.  and  urinal  accommodation  provided 
New  soil  pipes  and  vents 
Waste-water  preventers  repaired  or  renewed 
Rainwater  gutters  and  pipes 
Defective  sink  and  bath  wastes  repaired 
Houses  requiring  walls,  ceilings,  floors,  roofs,  etc.,  repaired 
Premises  limewashed 
Verminous  conditions  remedied 
Yards  paved 

New  inspection  chambers,  etc. 

New  dustbins  provided 
Damp  conditions  remedied  ... 

Foul  dung  pits  and  manure  heaps  remedied 
Overcrowding  remedied 
Various 


45 

25 

64 

106 

18 

9 

28 

1 

5 

8 

124 

220 

13 

10 

2 

39 


(2)  Sewerage — 

No.  of  conservancy  closets  converted  to  W.C.  ...  ...  ...  None 

All  Houses  in  the  District  are  now  supplied  with  water  closets,  except  12. 

(3)  Disinfection — 

29  rooms  were  disinfected  and  4  rooms  stripped  and  cleansed. 

Disinfection  of  clothing  and  bedding  has  been  by  steam  sterilizer,  and  of  room  walls, 
books,  and  furniture  by  formalin  spray  and  vapour. 

(4)  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces — 

Periodical  inspection  of  these  has  been  made,  and  on  the  whole  they  have  been  found 
satisfactory. 

(5)  Smoke  Abatement — 

There  is  no  serious  nuisance  in  this  District  from  factory  chimneys.  Where  such 
has  been  the  case,  the  owners  have  readily  taken  steps  for  abatement. 

One  serious  complaint  occurred,  and  this  was  abated  by  the  business,  that  of  a  laundry, 
being  discontinued. 

(6)  Common  Lodging  Houses — 

There  are  three  within  the  district. 

Two  contraventions  of  the  By-Laws  were  discovered  and  rectified. 

(7)  Rag  and  Bone  Stores — 

Three  contraventions  of  the  By-Laws  were  discovered  and  remedied. 
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Food — 

(a)  Milk. — The  following  Report  upon  the  Dairies  and  Cowsheds  in  this  District  has 
been  received  from  the  Veterinary  Inspector. 

Uxbridge, 

March  10  th,  1926. 

Inspection  of  Dairies  and  Milking  Cows. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Uxbridge  Urban  District  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

During  the  past  year  frequent  inspections  of  the  Cows  and  Sheds,  also  the  places 
from  which  the  milk  has  been  distributed,  have  been  carried  out. 

The  health  of  the  cows  has  been  very  good,  and  no  case  of  Tuberculosis  has 
occurred  in  the  Urban  area. 

The  Order  (Tuberculosis)  has  now  been  in  operation  for  some  time,  but  no  reports 
have  reached  me  as  regards  the  town  itself.  In  the  Rural  District,  where  very  many 
cows  are  now  kept,  and  from  which  the  bulk  of  the  milk  supply  is  derived,  a  consider¬ 
able  number  of  cases  continue  to  come  in,  but  I  have  no  reason  for  thinking  that  ab¬ 
solute  concealment  of  disease  is  actually  taking  place,  although  it  would  appear  that 
the  farmer  does  allow  the  cases  to  go  right  on  to  the  bitter  end  before  he  notifies, 
and  this  will  never  be  altered  until  veterinary  inspection  is  carried  out  everywhere. 

There  has  been  little  ground  for  complaint  as  regards  the  attention  paid  by  the 
respective  occupiers  to  the  sheds,  washing-up  places,  and  distributing  centres.  It 
would  seem  that  the  distribution  of  milk  has  become  quite  a  big  affair  locally,  and 
although  it  may  be  said  that  the  lighting,  ventilation,  drainage,  and  appliances  for 
washing  up,  etc.,  are  adequate,  some  of  the  places  are  actually  too  small  to  carry  on 
the  work  properly.  In  fact  they  require  not  only  more  room,  but  extensive  structural 
alterations,  to  enable  the  more  up-to-date  methods  to  be  brought  into  play.  The 
first  necessity  as  regards  the  milk  supply  of  a  town  must  be  clean  methods  not  only 
at  the  source  of  supply  but  also  at  the  various  centres  of  distribution. 

It  should  be  stated  that  the  persons  engaged  in  the  milk  business  in  the  town 
have  been  very  willing  to  carry  out  as  far  as  possible  anything  in  the  way  of 
improving  matters  that  I  have  suggested. 

I  herewith  enclose  a  list  of  persons  engaged  in  the  milk  business,  as  requested. 

I  remain, 

Yours  obediently, 

W.  A.  HANCOCK 
Vety.  Inspector 
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LIST  OF  MIIyK  PRODUCERS  AND  DISTRIBUTORS, 

UXBRIDGE  URBAN  DISTRICT. 


Mr.  Sherwin 

DISTRIBUTORS. 

High  Street,  Uxbridge. 

Mr.  Poor 

St.  Andrew’s,  Uxbridge. 

Mr.  Addington 

Belmont  Road,  Uxbridge. 

Mr.  Burgess 

Rockingham  Road,  Uxbridge. 

Mr.  Marsh  ... 

The  Lynch,  Uxbridge. 

Mr.  Judd 

The  Lynch,  Uxbridge. 

Kirby  &  Co. 

Chapel  Street,  Uxbridge. 

Kerry  &  Son 

Montague  Road,  Uxbridge. 

Mr.  Burton 

Cowley  Road,  Uxbridge. 

Mr.  Fountain 

PRODUCER. 

Hillingdon  House  Farm,  Uxbridge. 

Mr.  Saunders 

PRODUCER  AND  DISTRIBUTOR. 

Moor  Farm,  Uxbridge. 

( b )  Other  Foods.' — The  conditions  of  storage  and  exposure  for  sale  of  foods  have 
been  generally  satisfactory. 

Below  are  given  the  principal  items  of  food  condemned  as  being  unfit  for 
human  consumption  :• — 

Tinned  Foods,  Meat,  Fish,  Fruit,  etc.  ...  Approximately  450  lbs. 

The  Port  of  London  Authority  released  the  following  damaged  foodstuffs  for 
the  purpose  of  manufacturing  into  Cattle  Food  :• — 

\\  tons  Dates. 

80  lbs.  Wheat. 

2  bags  Peas. 


(9)  Slaughter  Houses ■ — 

Registered 

Licensed 


In  Dec.,  1920. 
5 
0 


In  Dec.,  1925. 
5 
0 


Total  5 


5 
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The  Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations,  1924,  came  into  operation  on  April  1st,  1925. 
The  Inspections  numbered  : — 

Beasts  ...  ...  ...  79 

Sheep  ...  ...  ...  842 

Calves  ...  ...  ...  49 

Pigs  ...  ...  ...  434 

The  following  were  found  diseased  and  were  condemned  : — 

1  whole  Carcase  and  Organs  of  a  Pig. 

5  Heads  (Pig). 

9  Plucks  (Pig). 

10  Ox  Livers. 

1  Ox  Head. 

3  Ox  Hearts  and  Lungs. 

(10)  Water — 

Our  Drinking  Water  Supply  was  analysed  in  July,  1924,  and  the  very  satisfactory 
report  upon  it  by  the  County  Analyst  was  printed  in  my  last  Report. 

8.  PUBLIC  HEALTH  STAFF. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. — Part  time.  Holds  also  the  appointment  of  Medical 
Officer  to  the  Uxbridge  Joint  Hospital  Board  from  January  1st,  1926. 

Medical  Officer  to  the  Welfare  Centre .- — Mrs.  Helen  Andrews,  M.B.,  B.S. — Part  time. 
Sanitary  Inspector. — Whole  time.  (Cert,  of  Sanitary  Inspectors'  Board.  Cert,  of 
Royal  Sanitary  Institute.) 

Health  Visitor  — Whole  time.  (Cert,  of  Central  Midwives'  Board.  Cert,  of  Metro¬ 
politan  Asylums  Board.  Cert,  of  three  years  General  Hospital  Training.  Cert,  of  three 
years  Children's  Hospital  Training.  Associate  of  Royal  Sanitary  Institute). 

To  the  salary  of  each  of  the  above,  a  contribution  is  made  by  the  Exchequer. 

9.  HOUSING. 

Number  of  New  Houses  erected  in  1925  : — 

( a )  Total  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  94 

(b)  With  State  Assistance,  under  the  Housing  Acts,  1919,  1923  or  1924  : — 

(i.)  By  the  Local  Authority  ...  ...  ...  None 

(ii.)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  ...  ...  ...  24 

(1)  Unfit  Dwelling  Houses — 

Inspection — 

1.  Total  number  of  Dwelling-houses  inspected  for  housing  defects  (under 

Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  ...  ...  179 
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2.  Number  of  Dwelling-houses  which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under 

the  Housing  (Inspection  of  District)  Regulations,  1910  ...  ...  179 

3.  Number  of  Dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so  dangerous  or 

injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  2 

4.  Number  of  Dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to  under  the 

preceding  sub-heading)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit 

for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  28 

(2)  Remedy  of  Defects  without  Service  of  Formal  Notices — 

Number  of  defective  Dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of  informal 

action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their  Officers  ...  ...  23 

(3)  Action  under  Statutory  Powers — 

a.  Proceedings  under  Section  28  of  the  Housing,  Town  Planning,  etc.,  Act,  1919. 

1.  Number  of  Dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Notices  were  served 


requiring  repairs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

2.  Number  of  Dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  fit — 

(a)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  28 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  ...  ...  None 

3.  Number  of  Dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  became 
operative  in  pursuance  of  declarations  by  Owners  of  intention  to  close  None 

b.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

1.  Number  of  Dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Notices  were  served 

requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  ...  ...  ...  52 

2.  Number  of  Dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied  after  service 
of  formal  notice  : — 

(a)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  52 

(b)  B)'  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  ....  ...  None 


c.  Proceedings  under  Sections  17  and  18  of  the  Housing,  Town  Planning, 
etc.,  Act,  1909  : — - 

1.  Number  of  representations  made  with  a  view  to  the  making  of  Closing 


Orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  None 

2.  Number  of  Dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made  None 

3.  Number  of  Dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 

determined,  the  Dwelling-houses  having  been  rendered  fit  ...  None 

4.  Number  of  Dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition  Orders 

were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  None 

5.  Number  of  Dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  None 


I  ! 
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10.  FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND  WORKPLACES. 

1.— INSPECTION  OF  FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND  WORKPLACES. 
Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  or  Inspectors  of  Nuisances. 


Premises. 

(1) 

Number  of 

Inspections 

(2) 

Written 

Notices. 

(3) 

Prosecutions 

(4) 

Factories  .  ...  . 

73 

4 

(Including  Factory  Laundries) 

Workshops 

49 

— 

— 

(Including  Workshop  Laundries) 

Workplaces  .  . 

10 

— 

— 

(Other  than  Outworkers’  Premises) 

Total  . 

132 

4 

— 

2.— DEFECTS  FOUND  IN  FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND  WORKPLACES. 


Number  of  Defects 

Number 

of 

Prosecu¬ 

tions 

(5) 

Particulars 

(1) 

Found 

(2) 

Remedied 

(3) 

Referred  to 
H.M. 
Inspector 

(4) 

Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health  Acts — 

Want  of  Cleanliness 

12 

12 

— - 

— 

Want  of  Ventilation 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Want  of  Drainage  of  Floors  ... 

— 

— • 

— 

— 

Other  Nuisances 

Sanitary  Accommodation — 

7 

7 

1 

Insufficient 

4 

2 

— 

— 

Unsuitable  or  Defective 

4 

4 

— . 

— 

Not  separate  for  Sexes 

— 

— 

— 

- - 

Offences  under  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Acts — 

Illegal  occupation  of  underground  Bakehouse  (s.  101) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Offences 

(Excluding  offences  relating  to  outwork  and 
offences  under  the  Sections  mentioned  in  the 
Schedule  to  the  Ministry  of  Health  (Factories 
and  Workshops  (Transfer  of  Powers)  Order, 
1921.) 

Total 

27 

25 

— 

— . 
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REVIEW  OF  FIVE  YEARS  ENDING  DECEMBER  31st,  1925. 

Following  the  sections  into  which,  by  direction  of  the  Ministry  of  Health,  this  Annual 
Report  is  divided,  the  first  items  to  be  noticed  are  the  increase  in  Population,  Rateable 
Value  and  the  sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate.  These  have  increased  in  5  years  from 
12,923  in  1921,  to  14,180  in  1925,  from  £57,814  to  £69,367,  and  from  £214  to  £277  respec¬ 
tively — the  area  of  the  district  remaining  unchanged. 

The  Birth  Rate  in  the  same  period  has  dropped  from  20.36  to  15.16,  while  the  Death 
Rate  has  increased  slightly,  viz.,  from  9.14  to  9.76.  Among  infants  under  1  year  of  age 
the  death  rate  has  fallen  from  64.15  per  1,000  births  to  60.46.  In  regard  to  the  causes 
of  death,  there  has  been  no  definite  increase  or  decrease  in  the  number  attributable  to 
either  Tuberculosis,  Cancer,  Organic  Heart  Disease,  or  those  due  to  Respiratory  Affections. 

Of  the  commoner  Notifiable  Diseases,  Diphtheria  and  Scarlet  Fever  and  Tuberculosis, 
all  show  a  satisfactory  reduction  in  number,  the  cases  notified  of  Diphtheria  numbering 
19  in  1921  and  4  in  1925,  of  Scarlet  Fever  53  in  1921  and  15  in  1925,  and  of  Tuberculosis 
19  in  1921  and  14  in  1925. 


During  the  period  under  review,  the  Infant  Welfare  Centre,  with  its  development  of 
an  Ante-Natal  Clinic  found  their  home  in  a  new  building  in  1921.  The  work  has  there 
steadily  increased  year  by  year  as  the  following  figures  illustrate  : — 


Year  1921 

1925 

Mothers  on  Register 

188 

350 

Babies’  Attendances 

2,030 

2,777 

Visits  of  Expectant  Mothers 

27 

84 

As  regards  the  School  Clinics  the  figures  of  the  two  years  are 

• 

Year  1921 

1925 

Dental  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

1,940 

669 

Minor  Ailments 

703 

754 

which  show  how  large  a  part  these  Clinics  play  in  the  health  of  the  District. 

Comparing  the  use  of  the  Town  Ambulance  in  1921  with  that  of  1925,  the  figures 

are  as  follows  :■ — 

Year  1921 

1925 

Number  of  patients  conveyed 

138 

137 

Mileage 

2,558 

1,945 
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To  the  List  of  Public  Health  Acts  adopted  in  this  District  has  been  added  “  The 
Small  Dwellings  Requisition  Act  of  1899.” 

Referring  next  to  the  Section  on  Sanitary  Administration,  three  items  may  be  men¬ 
tioned.  First,  the  number  of  Conservancy  Closets  in  the  District,  15  in  1921  has  been 
reduced  to  12.  Secondly,  the  provisions  of  The  Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations,  1924, 
have  been  carried  out  as  from  April  1st,  1925.  Thirdly,  a  scheme  for  a  new  and  adequate 
supply  of  water  has  been  initiated  and  carried  into  effect  as  from  the  year  1923,  and  plans 
have  been  made  for  the  construction  of  a  million  gallon  Reservoir  to  take  the  place  of  the 
present  altogether  too  limited  accommodation  of  the  present  Reservoir. 

There  has  been  no  increase  in  the  Public  Health  Staff. 

With  regard  to  the  ninth  section,  entitled  “  Housing,”  the  Council  have  carried  out 
their  scheme  to  the  extent  of  144  houses  erected  for  the  working  classes,  and  have  com 
pleted  the  purchase  of  Sims’  Nursery  for  the  further  development  of  the  scheme.  In  addition 
to  these,  under  the  Government  Subsidy  Scheme,  24  houses  have  been  erected  by  private 
individuals. 

In  a  resume  of  work  bearing  upon  the  Public  Health  of  the  District,  there  are  certain 
matters  which  do  not  appear  capable  of  classification  under  the  above  sectional  headings. 
Such  are  the  establishment  of  a  Public  Library  ;  the  acquisition  and  laying  out  of  a  Public 
Park  and  Recreation  Ground  ;  the  purchase  of  Rockingham  Meadows  for  the  extension  of 
that  Park  ;  the  improvement  in  the  lighting  of  the  Town  ;  the  various  small  widenings 
of  streets  and  cutting  off  of  sharp  corners,  such  as  that  at  the  upper  end  of  Belmont  Road 
and  that  at  the  upper  end  of  Vine  Street  ;  the  erection  of  the  Footbridge  over  the  Great 
Western  Railway  line  joining  Whitehall  Road  with  Manor  Waye  ;  the  reinstitution  of  a 
Flower  and  Vegetable  Show  ;  the  purchase  of  Southfields  for  New  Council  Offices,  giving 
a  new  home  for  your  Public  Health  Staff  ;  and  last,  but  not  least,  the  important  work  of 
the  Town  Improvements  Committee — the  prescription  of  Building  Lines  and  a  General 
Development  Plan  and  Statutory  Town  Planning  Scheme,  involving  the  engagement 
of  an  expert,  Mr.  W.  L.  Carr,  for  the  purpose  of  the  construction  of  such  plans. 

I  have  only  now  to  refer  to  certain  needs  of  the  district  urgently  required  but  hitherto 
neglected  or  delayed,  which  should  have  an  early  place  in  your  consideration.  First  in 
importance  is  the  establishment  of  an  incinerator  to  take  the  place  of  the  present 
unwholesome  system  of  dumping  dry  refuse  in  the  vicinity  of  human  habitations.  Surely 
public  opinion  will  not  tolerate  very  much  longer  the  placing  of  shop  and  house  refuse, 
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remnants  and  dirt  of  every  description,  either  at  our  own  back  doors,  or  at  the  backdoor 
of  someone  else  less  fortunate,  while  there  exists  a  means  of  destroying  completely  the 
risk  of  spreading  infection  and  disease,  at  least  as  ancient  in  its  usage  as  the  Mosaic  Raw. 
I  refer  to  destruction  by  burning. 

A  Public  Abattoir  is  also  a  matter  demanding  early  attention. 

I  need  not  do  more  than  mention  the  subject  of  Public  Conveniences,  as  an  extension 
of  the  present  facilities  is  now  being  considered  by  the  Council.  The  need  grows 
with  the  years  and  is  one  that  will  force  itself  upon  public  notice  the  more  the  longer  delay 
takes  place  in  providing  such  conveniences  to  the  necessary  extent. 

There  still  remains  wide  scope  for  the  Council’s  energies  in  the  steady  and  gradual 
removal  from  our  midst  of  slum  dwellings.  Again  and  again  in  my  Annual  Reports  I 
have  reminded  you  of  the  need  of  abundance  of  fresh  air  and  sunlight  for  the  healthy 
upbringing  of  the  future  generation,  and  in  certain  areas  of  Uxbridge  these  benefits,  which 
should  be  the  inalienable  right  of  every  newborn  child,  are  denied  him  by  the  apathy 
and  indifference  of  others.  It  is  true  that  in  some  cases  parents  are  to  blame  either  by 
reason  of  sloth  or  self-indulgence  ;  in  others  it  is  equally  true  that  it  is  the  parents’  mis¬ 
fortune  that  they  live  under  such  adverse  conditions  ;  and  where  this  is  so  the  opportunity 
and  responsibility  may  lie  with  you,  Gentlemen,  to  bring  about  the  change  from  insufficient 
and  filthy  accommodation  to  one  suitable  for  the  healthy  development  of  our  growing 
boys  and  girls. 


I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  Servant, 


ARTHUR  J.  TURNER. 

M.B. 
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